
Summary of the presentation 
shown on 20th June 2018.



Our Core Values – putting these into practice every day 
so we can do the best for all children.

At Brampton Village Primary every child matters and each 
individual is valued for the unique contribution he or she makes 

to our community. 

Our aim is to create an environment which promotes children’s 
self-esteem, to make our school a place where pupils feel happy, 
safe and able to enjoy learning. We strive to provide a learning 

climate in which children can flourish and achieve their very 
best; where they can celebrate their differences and develop the 

skills and confidence to build happy and successful futures. By 
working closely with parents and the community we aim to build 
strong and effective partnerships, which help children to thrive. 



Set high 
expectations from 
the start and keep 
them high of what 

our pupils can 
achieve in every 
year group and 

every phase.

This will remain 
the same however 
we are organised.

Personalised Learning         Quality First Teaching
high expectations of every child and delivering high-quality teaching based on a sound knowledge and 

understanding of each child's needs



Changing Times in Brampton

Any change brings uncertainty but by 
being informed we can be positive 

and make sure that we continue to be 
successful.



The number of houses being built on Brampton Park is now 600, 
a significant increase from when the school was extended to 
ultimately accommodate three forms of entry in each year 

group. 

The site has been split between four housebuilders, and is 
consequently building out at a faster rate than anticipated.  

Information suggest that much of the site will be built out by 
December 2019.  

There will be a significant number of homes becoming available 
this summer. 



Brampton Village Primary School was extended almost 
three years ago to accommodate approximately 400 

houses being built on the Brampton Park site.  



A Growing School

In September 2016 we had 3 Reception classes.

In September 2017 we had 3 Reception classes, 3 Y1 classes and 3 Y6 classes. We 
received funding for the extra class in Y6 (for 1 year) as numbers were high. 

The school funded the 3rd Reception class from its own budget, anticipating an increase 
in numbers. We now have 60 in YR. We also funded the 3rd Y1 class.

September 2015 September 2016 September 2017

14 classes 15 classes 17 classes

2 classes per year 

group

3 Reception classes 3 Reception classes

3 Y1 classes

3 Y6 classes



Pupil numbers

September 2017 June 2018

Reception 58 60

Year 1 71 72

Year 2 60 60

Year 3 64 64

Year 4 60 63

Year 5 60 59

Year 6 70 71

443 449

24 children have joined since September 2017.
From September 2018 most year groups are likely to be over-

subscribed.  If we remain as we are the most likely scenario is that 
we will be unable to offer a place to the elder siblings of KS1 

children who are offered a place at Brampton. 



Why are year groups being mixed?

The government funds schools according to pupil numbers each 
October.

We have received funding through the normal delegated school 
budget  which enables us to run 15 classes. This is based on pupil 

numbers October 2017. 

In order to create additional capacity throughout the next year, 
the Local Authority requested in May that we increase capacity. 

As a results we were granted growth funding for 3 classes, one in 
Reception and two in Key Stage 2. The funding is for one year 

only and is conditional, meaning that we will have to change the 
way our classes are organised, possibly for just one year. 



September 2018 September 2019 ?

18 classes ? 21 classes

3 Reception classes

5 Y1/Y2 classes

5 Y3/Y4 classes

5 Y5/Y6 classes

As we move forward it is very difficult to plan 
ahead as we do not know when additional 

children will be joining us.



How the classes will be organised



Class Organisation 2018-2019

Reception

3 classes

Reception 
Beech, Willow and Maple

60 children

3 classes of 20

Key Stage 1
Year 1

Year 2

5 classes of mixed Year 1 and 
Year 2

Lower 
Beech, Willow, Maple, Elm and 

Cedar

134 children

5 classes of 26-28 children

Key Stage 2

Year 3

Year 4

5 classes of mixed Year 3 and 
Year 4

Middle 
Beech, Willow, Maple, Elm and 

Cedar

123 children

5 classes of 24-26 children

Year 5

Year 6

5 classes of mixed Year 5 and 
Year 6

Upper 
Beech, Willow, Maple, Elm and 

Cedar

122 children

5 classes of 24-26 children



Questions



How will we create the new classes?
We will consider a number of factors when creating classes for next year. In 

order to ensure equity of provision for all children, we will be creating 5 
mixed classes across each Phase. 

School Class Organisation Policy

The priority is to ensure that effective learning communities are created and classes 
are balanced.

When grouping children:

Pupils’ attainment / current levels of performance

Gender

Friendships 

Pupil behaviour 

Maturity 



How will two year groups be taught alongside 
each other in one classroom?

All children develop at different rates. Learning will be differentiated as children will be taught to 
their individual academic needs and not simply to their age. 

All classes in the school have a large range of abilities. The teachers are skilled at teaching classes 
which include children working on curriculum content from a number of different years. 

Teachers will choose work appropriate to the level a child is working at, ensuring that all needs 
are catered for. 

Lessons will vary, depending upon the content and objective of the lesson. The children may start 
the session together on the carpet with the teacher targeting questions at individuals or groups 
of children at an appropriate level. The lesson may start with the teacher working with a guided 

group whilst other groups work independently. 

Children will  be provided with appropriate activities to consolidate or practise what they have 
been taught, with the teacher and/or Teaching Assistant working with children who require 
additional assistance or who need to be pushed on and explore concepts in greater depth or 

learn something new. On occasion, groups of children may be removed from whole class 
teaching in order to facilitate this.

Personalised Learning         Quality First Teaching
high expectations of every child and delivering high-quality teaching based on a sound knowledge and 

understanding of each child's needs



How will teachers plan, ensuring coverage of the 
appropriate curriculum, preventing repetition of 

content?

With the exception of Maths, English and Science, the 
curriculum content for all year groups highlights 

expectations for the end of each Key Stage. Therefore 
objectives will be differentiated as appropriate. There 
is already planning for mixed-age classes in place and 
advice is being provided by Local Authority Advisers.

Progress for each child is tracked each half term in 
school. The class teacher assesses each child constantly 

in many different ways. This helps them to plan 
learning opportunities to ensure your child will make 

progress.



How will we ensure the highest academic 
expectations for all children?

Children will still be expected to reach age-related expectations by the end of 
the year.

Children who find aspects of the curriculum more challenging will be 
supported in the same way they have been in single year classes. Children 

working above the expected standard will be provided with work which both 
deepens  their understanding and moves the on to explore new concepts. 

With the maths mastery curriculum learning is focussed on explaining 
reasoning and problem solving both of which extend children’s 

understanding without them having to access a separate curriculum. Literacy 
texts will be carefully chosen ensuring that they are easy to learn but contain 

the relevant sentence structures and vocabulary to stretch children at the 
appropriate level.

Children work towards achieving end of year expectations as appropriate.
Age Related Expectations



How will we ensure that children cope socially and 
emotionally with changes in their current class 

structures?

Experience of mixed-age classes shows that most children learn 
to form wider friendships and relate to broader groups of 

children, creating a classroom atmosphere where children are 
encouraged to help others rather than simply relying on adult 
support. We already have good pastoral support systems in 

place.

We have put a number of strategies in place to support children 
in their move to new classes. The children will spend time in 
their new classes, ensuring not only that they begin to form 

friendships with a wide range of children, but that they get to 
know all of the teachers within the relevant team. 



How will we ensure that children in Reception can cope 
with the transition into a different classroom 

environment?

The EYFS and Year 1/2 teachers are working closely 
together to ensure that EYFS children are well prepared 

for the expectations of a KS1 classroom.

Opportunities will be provided for the children to work 
outside and activities will be kept as practical as 

possible. Experience from elsewhere has shown that Y1 
children settle much quicker with Y2 role models in the 

same class. 



How will we manage statutory testing across 
both Year Groups?

Children in Years 1, 2 and 6 are subject to 
statutory testing, with Year 1 children 

undertaking the Phonics Screening Check and 
Year 2 and Year 6 undertaking SATS tests. 

We are committed to achieving the best 
possible standards for our children without 

teaching to the test. 



Teachers will have to aim for two sets of end-of-year expectations, how will this not 
mean that some children will miss out when teachers are focusing on expectations not 

relevant to them?
Children will not miss out. They will be working on appropriate work to ensure that 

they are meeting expectations.

Would it not be better for the children to have smaller class sizes from the beginning of 
2018 and put the 21 classes into force from September 2018?

This is not affordable from the current school budget.

Will you be streaming?
No but there may be occasions when individual year groups are taught together if 

appropriate.

How will you support children?
We will support the children in the same way as we always do, ensuring that they are 
able to be in a safe environment where they can achieve their best. Communication 

with parents/carers is an important part of this.



My child is one of the youngest in their year already. How will they be expected to 
‘keep up’ with children some 2 years older than them?

They are not expected to keep up. Each child will be expected to be working at an 
appropriate level for them. 

Why has the school for the last 4 years continued to allow children from other villages 
who pass 2 schools on the way to Brampton to join our school?

The Admissions Code and parental choice means that if we have space, then any 
parent who applies can send their child here, even if they are not in catchment.

Will there be an increased number of Teaching Assistants to mitigate the increased 
ratio of children to teacher?

No, the number of hours remains the same. We will ensure that support is targeted 
where it needs to be.



The children are at the 
centre of what we do. 

Bringing the best out of 
every child – this does not 

change and will not 
change, regardless of how 

we are organised.



From the children…
What are you looking forward to?

Is there anything that you are unsure about?

How do you feel about being in a mixed age 
class?

What do you think will be good about being in 
a mixed age class?

Is there anything we can do to help make 
being in a mixed age class easier?

We are consulting with 
the children to make sure 

that we can support 
them. This is what we 

would normally do.



Further questions can be sent to 
governorquestions@brampton.cambs.sch.uk

Further information and answers will be posted on the 
school website under the ‘Governors’ tab.  

mailto:governorquestions@brampton.cambs.sch.uk

