Supporting Spelling at Home

Parents can support spelling at home by creating a positive, engaging
environment, using multisensory techniques, and reinforcing spelling patterns
and rules in everyday activities.

Foster a Positive Attitude

Encouragement is key to helping children develop confidence in spelling. Celebrate
their efforts, not just correct answers, and provide constructive feedback rather
than criticism. Set realistic expectations, understanding that each child learns at
their own pace, and focus on progress rather than perfection.

Use Multisensory Learning Techniques

Engage multiple senses to reinforce spelling:
 Visual: Highlight letters or patterns with color-coded markers or crayons.
o Auditory: Have children say words aloud as they spell them.
» Kinesthetic: Practice "sky writing” in the air, use letter tiles, or form letters
with pipe cleaners.

Practice Spelling Patterns and Rules
Teach children about common spelling patterns, phonics, and rules such as "i before
e except after c."

Make Spelling Fun and Interactive

Incorporate games and creative activities:
o Play word games like Scrabble, Boggle, or crossword puzzles.
« Use chalk fo write words outdoors.
« Rainbow write words using different colors for each letter.
o Write words in alphabetical order or create sentences and paragraphs using
spelling words.
o Pyramid spelling - build up words by adding one new letter o one new line.
« Play Spelling Shed games.

Integrate Spelling into Daily Life
Use everyday activities as opportunities for spelling practice:



« Grocery lists, recipe cards, or notes can reinforce spelling in context.
o Encourage children to write stories, letters, or journals using their spelling
words

Review and Reinforce

Use the "Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check" method:
1. Look at the word carefully.
2. Say the word aloud.
3. Cover the word.
4. Write it from memory.
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. Check for accuracy and repeat as needed.

Provide a Supportive Environment

Designate a quiet, well-lit space for spelling practice and keep tools like
whiteboards, letter magnets, and spelling charts accessible. Ensure practice
sessions are short, consistent, and enjoyable to maintain engagement.

By combining encouragement, multisensory techniques, interactive activities, and
consistent practice, parents can effectively support their children's spelling
development at home while making learning enjoyable and meaningful.
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